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Questions for Assignment 1––Stricker & A Pocket Guide, Ch. 1

1. According to Stricker, what are the three most “vital” intellectual issues that those interested in history must engage with?  Which of the three does his essay focus on?

2. Why does Stricker think that the “why study history” question has become more pressing in the last twenty-five years?

3. What does Stricker mean when he writes, “Few of us can believe sufficiently in either the objectivist or relativist extreme to solve the why-history problem?”  What are the “objectivist” and “relativist” positions he mentions?

4. What are some of the issues of “audience and presentation” that Stricker quickly alludes to?

5. Why does Stricker think it is important to ask the “why-history” question? Do you agree?

6. Explain the following rationales (To what extent do you agree or disagree with each?):

a) History is fun.

b) History is the great tradition and a storehouse of great ideas.

c) The past is a consoling tale of human folly; the past is a bulwark against contemporary confusion and overload.

d) History is the story of noble deeds, noble persons, moral examples.

e) History serves as a nationalist legitimizer.

f) Bad history surrounds us; historical thinking of some kind is instinctive. We need to correct the bad and educate intuition.

g) Knowledge of the past is essential to understanding and judging current events and participating in current debates.

h) History has negative, cathartic, and delegitimizing values.

i) History shows what is and what is not possible; historical study empowers.

j) History is citizenship-training.

k) Studying history imparts skills, breadth, and tolerance.

l) History supplies a sense of place and identity.

7. What does Stricker mean when he writes: “At rock bottom, the presence of many fleeting pasts argues that the why-history question is, finally, a question of why we should reflect at all?

8. Has assigning this article and asking you to think about the “why-history” question been a useful exercise or should we just have begun this course by reading the textbook and looking at some primary documents, etc.? 

9. According A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, why “should people bother studying the past in our increasingly future-oriented society?

10. According A Pocket Guide, what are the kinds of historical questions that historians ask?

